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The biggest irony is that China in 1985 seems to be 
encouraging the very things—family entrepreneurism, “ex- 
ploitation” in the form of hired labor, borrowing from the 
West—that the Communist-led revolution was committed 
to eliminate. Many Chinese whom Schell encounters, in of- 
ficial interviews and on the street, repeat the latest slogans 
glorifying the benefits of the new policies, apparently obliv- 
ious to their incongruity in a “dictatorship of the proletariat.” 
One would suspect mass lobotomy were it not for several 
vignettes of lively conversations with city hooligans and en- 


trepreneurs who are too busy making money to bother with 
platitudes. 


nomic policies have made China richer, no doubt, but they 
are guided by no long-term vision of China’s future. New 
policies are hastily implemented, with proper regulations 
and restraints imposed only after problems arise. Such short- 
sightedness invites abuse and inevitable retaliation in the 
form of mass campaigns and, recently in mass executions, 
the latter part of a chaotic legal system where corruption is 
a capital offense. 

Most of To Get Rich originally appeared in The New 
Yorker, testimony to Schell’s skill as a journalist. He is one 
of the few scholars writing on contemporary China who is 


accessible to a wide audience. 
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